Unit 4 Study Guide

SS8CG1 The student will describe the role of citizens under Georgia’s constitution. 
a. Explain the basic structure of the Georgia state constitution. 
· Preamble, Articles, Sections, and Paragraphs

· Important Articles: Article I the Bill of Rights, Article II Voting Rights and Elections, Article VII Taxation and Finance, Article VIII Education, Article X Amendments to the constitution.
b. Explain the concepts of separation of powers and checks and balances. 
· Prevents any one branch from having too much power. Provides for 3 branches legislative (lawmaking) Executive (enforcement) and Judicial (the courts)

· Each branch can “check” the other two: i.e. the president can veto a bill created by the legislature, the legislature an over ride that bill, and the Supreme Court can strike down the law as unconstitutional.

c. Describe the rights and responsibilities of citizens. 
· Citizens enjoy all rights provided to them through the US Bill of Rights and their state bill of rights. These rights can not be denied without “due process” The idea that laws and legal proceedings must be fair.
· Along with rights come responsibilities such as paying taxes, obeying the law, serving on juries when called to do so and serving in the armed forces if drafted.
d. Explain voting requirements and elections in Georgia. 
· You must be at least 18, a US Citizen and a legal resident of Georgia and the county you register in.

· Two types of elections Primaries to name candidates (Georgia has open primaries, meaning you can vote in either the republican or democratic regardless of which party you are registered with. General elections always held in November (the first Tuesday after the first Monday) to elect a candidate to office.

e. Explain the role of political parties in government. 
· Political Parties are groups of people who seek to influence government policies and decision making by electing members of their party to government offices.
· We have a two-party system. The two major political parties are the Democrats and thee Republicans. People not affiliated with a major party are usually considered independents.
SS8H12 The student will explain the importance of significant social, economic, and political developments in Georgia since 1970. 
a. Evaluate the consequences of the end of the county unit system and reapportionment.
· The County Unit system was designed to keep power in the hands of the rural and mostly white counties. This system allowed the minority to rule the majority.

· The county unit system was eliminated in 1962 as it was found to violate the 14th Amendment. This allowed for a more equitable distribution of elected offices through out the state. Election districts are based on population not geographic boundaries.

· This lead to the concept of “one-person, one-vote” that is everyone’s vote is equal to everyone else’s.  

