Name: _______________________________ Date: ______________ Period: _________

The Election of 1860

The Rise of the Republican Party:

1. Explain why the Whig Party began to break up in 1854.  What was the result of the break up?

2. Describe what was unique about the Republican Party.


The Election of 1860:

1.  Name the Democratic candidates that ran for President in 1860.  What was each candidate’s stance on the issue of slavery?

2. Explain how the split of the Democratic Party hurt the chances of a Democrat being elected as President.

3.  Describe the platform of the Republican Party.

4. Explain the significance of Abraham Lincoln being elected to be the President of the United States.

Georgia Reacts to Lincoln’s Election:

1. Explain why the issue of secession was such a heated topic for debate.

2. If you were living in the Georgia during this time period, would you be for or against secession?

The Call to Legislators:

1. Who was Georgia’s Governor when Lincoln was elected?  How did he react the news?

2. Explain the view of secession of Alexander Stephens and Robert Toombs.

South Carolina Secedes:

1. Explain why you think South Carolina seceded from the Union.

2. Explain why you think it was important that the other Southern States, including Georgia, joined South Carolina in secession.

