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The Election of 1860

The Rise of the Republican Party:

1. Explain why the Whig Party began to break up in 1854.  What was the result of the break up?

· The break up began after the election of 1852. The Northern wing of the party became more anti slavery and refused to compromise. The result of this break up was the creation of the Republican Party.
2. Describe what was unique about the Republican Party.


· It exited only in the Free states; it drew anti slavery Whigs and some Democrats. Its platform supported an opposition to slavery.
The Election of 1860:

1.  Name the Democratic candidates that ran for President in 1860.  What was each candidate’s stance on the issue of slavery?
· Northern Democrat: Stephan A Douglas – wanted popular sovereignty
· Southern Democrats: John Breckenridge – believed slavery should be allowed in all territories.
· Constitutional Union: John Bell - formed from Whigs in boarder states.
2. Explain how the split of the Democratic Party hurt the chances of a Democrat being elected as President.
· It divided the number of votes either half of the party would get. Northern Democrats got 12 electoral votes; the Southern Democrats got 72 electoral votes for a total of 84 far fewer than Lincolns 180.
3.  Describe the platform of the Republican Party.

· They opposed slavery but would not end it in slave states, supported a protective tariff, proposed a plan to give free western land to settlers, and called for the construction of a transcontinental railroad (with one end in the North).
4. Explain the significance of Abraham Lincoln being elected to be the President of the United States.
· For the first time a president was elected with votes from only one section of the country. He won without receiving a single electoral vote from the south. He also had 1.9 million votes a minority of the votes cast. (Douglas 1.3 million, Bell 592,906, and Breckenridge 848,356)
Georgia Reacts to Lincoln’s Election:

1. Explain why the issue of secession was such a heated topic for debate.

· They had lived as a Union for 48 years and now had to decide if they could live in a Union where they were forced to accept laws passed by the Federal Government rather than pass laws that were for their states own good.
2. If you were living in the Georgia during this time period, would you be for or against secession?

· Answers will vary.
· Against as secession is unconstitutional and a house divided will not stand.
The Call to Legislators:

1. Who was Georgia’s Governor when Lincoln was elected?  How did he react the news?

· Joseph E. Brown, he called for a legislative session to decide whether a special convention should be held to study the question of secession (pulling out of the union).
2. Explain the view of secession of Alexander Stephens and Robert Toombs.

· Alexander Stephens was opposed to secession, he felt it was unconstitutional. Robert Toombs was for immediate secession he called for a secession convention.
South Carolina Secedes:

1. Explain why you think South Carolina seceded from the Union.

· Because they feared congress would not allow slavery in the new territories.
2. Explain why you think it was important that the other Southern States, including Georgia, joined South Carolina in secession.
· Answers will vary. 
· South Carolina would not have been an independent state for long if the other Southern states would not have seceded as well.
